June 7, 2012

there. In addition to organized searches, this
will help manage and control the spread of
pythons and other large constrictor snakes.

| would not be introducing this bill if the
dogs were ever in any danger, Mr. Speaker.
At no point do the dogs approach the snakes.
Instead, once a dog indicates that a snake is
in the area, it is taken to a safe distance while
a human handler captures the snake.

Unfortunately, these snakes have already
destroyed much the wildlife of the Everglades.
This program alone will not bring them back.
Nor will it completely eradicate the snakes that
are already breeding, as there are simply too
many snakes that are too widespread.

However, these dogs are useful for keeping
the snakes where they are and stopping them
from spreading to other areas. We should,
therefore, quickly establish a full-time dog de-
tection team so that we have the ability to re-
spond with the best tools available in order to
prevent what happened in the Everglades
from happening anywhere else in the United
States.

———

TEA ANDERSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Tea Anderson
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Tea Anderson
is an 8th grader at Moore Middle School and
received this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Tea Ander-
son is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Tea
Anderson for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all her future accomplish-
ments.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 7, 2012

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, due to
being unavoidably detained, | missed the fol-
lowing rollcall vote: No. 357 on June 6, 2012.
If present, | would have voted: rollcall vote No.
357—-Bishop (NY) Amendment, “nay.”
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TRIBUTE TO THE TOWN OF
OAKHAM ON THE OCCASION OF
THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS
FOUNDING

HON. JOHN W. OLVER

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 250th anniversary of the town of
Oakham, Massachusetts. Beginning in 1742,
Scotch-Irish Presbyterians began to buy land
in what was then called “Rutland West Wing”
in the hopes of incorporating their own town
under a Presbyterian form of government.
After two failed attempts, Oakham was finally
incorporated on June 7, 1762.

In early colonial times, the present town of
Oakham was a virgin forest occupied by
bands of Nipmuk Indians who made seasonal
camps in the area for hunting, fishing, and ag-
ricultural purposes. During King Philip’s War
(1675-1676) a 150 square mile area known
as Naquag, which includes the land presently
known as Oakham, became a stronghold for
Native Americans. The Native Americans were
on the losing end of the conflict and many of
them then left central Massachusetts looking
for new homes. Those who remained were
forced to live in four “Indian Towns” under
close supervision by the colonists. This left the
entire area of Naquag open for colonial expan-
sion.

In 1686, five Nashaway Indians, who
claimed ownership of Naquag, sold the terri-
tory to a group of land speculators from Lan-
caster, Massachusetts for “25 pounds hard
cash.” By 1722, Scotch-Irish immigrants
began to buy lots in the area and the town of
Rutland was soon incorporated with a Con-
gregational minister. Oakham’s founding would
be another 40 years in coming.

By the beginning of the Revolutionary War,
Oakham’s population had grown to nearly 600
people. The town was strongly pro-revolution
so loyalists in town were forced to leave their
property behind and flee to British strongholds
in Boston and Canada. The town raised a
company of Grenadier to prevent a British at-
tack on Boston during the War of 1812 and
also sent nearly 100 volunteers to serve dur-
ing the Civil War. Nearly one fifth of these sol-
diers would not live to see Oakham again.

The sixth Massachusetts Turnpike was built
between Pelham and Shrewsbury in 1799.
This 43 miles toll road followed Old Turnpike
Road in Oakham and remained in service until
1828, making travel to and from Oakham
much easier and faster. In 1877, The Central
Massachusetts Railroad opened providing
quick transportation for both people and goods
throughout the northeast. A depot in town
helped Oakham grow and prosper, but by the
early 20th century population began to decline
as people began to leave farms and move to
industrial centers.

Today, Oakham has settled into a quiet
bedroom community. Recreation has become
Oakham’s economic focal point with two
campgrounds and an 18-hole golf course. An
abundance of state land in town provides
open space that can be enjoyed by residents
and visitors all year long.

From ice fishing, cross country skiing, and
snowmobiling in the winters to hiking, biking,
horseback riding, and hunting in the warmer
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months, Oakham is a relaxing retreat for
many.

On the occasion of the 250th anniversary of
the town of Oakham, Massachusetts, | con-
gratulate its citizens and praise their dedica-
tion and perseverance throughout the town’s
history. It has been an honor to represent this
great community and | wish the people of
Oakham a healthy and prosperous future.

SVETLANA MIKHAYLOVA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Svetlana
Mikhaylova for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Svetlana Mikhaylova is an 8th grader at Drake
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Svetlana
Mikhaylova is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Svetlana Mikhaylova for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all her future
accomplishments.

———

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE’S
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL TEAM

HON. JOHN CAMPBELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to congratulate the University of California,
Irvine’s (UCI's) men’s volleyball team for win-
ning the 2012 National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation (NCAA) Division | Men’s Volleyball
National Championship. This is UC Irvine’s
third national championship in six years, which
makes them one of only five programs to have
won more than two men’s volleyball titles.

UC Irvine won the 2012 championship with
a 3-0 (25-22, 34-32, 26-24) victory over
USC. Senior Carson Clark was named the
Most Outstanding Player (MOP) after record-
ing a match-high 22 Kills, hitting .465, and
added eight digs and three service aces. Clark
joined Ryan Ammerman (2009) and Matt
Webber (2007) as the only Anteater players to
have earned MOP distinction. Kevin Tillie,
Chris Austin, and Connor Hughes were named
to the All-Tournament team along with Clark.

The Anteaters concluded the year ranked
No. 1 in the country in the final AVCA Coach-
es Poll. The Anteaters were ranked No. 1 or
No. 2 all but two weeks this season. UCI was
ranked No. 1 for five weeks this season which
was the most weeks at the top of the poll by
any school in the country this year. The Ant-
eaters have been ranked No. 1 in five different
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